
 
 

 
 

April 9, 2020 
 
 
Dear Valued Volunteers, 
 
We are certainly living in extra-ordinary times.  
 
As Chair of 10,000 Trees, I am writing to all of you to express our gratitude to you for signing up to be 
a volunteer for the 10,000 Trees annual planting event, scheduled for May 3, 2020 and to provide an 
update on the status of the planting event. 
 
As you know already, the global effect of the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve. In many cases, 
what was ordinary in life has become a challenge. The residents of Canada have been asked to help 
ensure that our communities stay healthy and safe. Our Public Health officials have asked all of us, for 
example, to “stay home” as much as possible only going out for essentials. All levels of Government 
have mandated that we not gather in groups and that when outdoors, we maintain a safe physical 
distance from one another. 
 
Given the current State of Emergency because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the City of Markham has 
stated that it will not grant permits for any group gatherings until at least May 15, 2020. This means 
that 10,000 Trees has taken the unprecedented decision to cancel our annual tree and wildflower 
planting that was scheduled for May 3, 2020.  
 
We deeply regret that we have had to make this decision. It is the first time in our 30 year history of 
planting trees that we will not be able to contribute to the continued revitalizing our natural habitats. 
However, we know that this is best for the health and safety of all of us and our communities.  
 
We thank you for signing up to be a volunteer, and we hope that you will do so again in 2021. Please 
visit our web site at www.10000trees.com and subscribe to our newsletter to keep posted on our 
plans for 2021, with your support; we will be back stronger than ever. 
 
Stay well, stay safe, and look after one another. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Robert Roszell,  
Chair, 
10,000 Trees 

http://www.10000trees.com/

