
How we plan for the 2020 annual tree planting

Planting one tree is fairly simple. Planting 4,200 trees, 1,600 

shrubs and 1,200 wildflowers (as we did in 2019!) requires both a 

passionate organizing team and over 2,000 enthusiastic volunteer 

planters. We work closely with the Toronto and Region 

Conservation Authority and the City of Markham to identify our 

planting sites several years in advance.  

 

The real work began in September when we started to plan in 

earnest for the 2020 planting event. In the fall, our professional 

forester assessed the site conditions including the soil quality, 

drainage, sunlight and existing vegetation cover. This is all 

considered in the preparation of the planting plan which identifies 

where all the plants will go to create a thriving forest and meadow 

ecosystem that will support native wildlife and biodiversity.  

 

This year, we placed down a cover crop of tillage radishes in 

September which will help to improve the soil quality and provide 

nutrients to help the trees and flowers to successfully grow.  

 

In November, we also laid down cardboard and mulch in the 

wildflower planting areas to help the wildflowers out-compete the 

invasive weeds.  

Trivia
Is the winter time a good season 

to prep for a spring planting?

In the winter, we will be working with various nurseries and other suppliers to obtain the plant material, mulch, 

tree guards and the deer exclusion fencing. In fact, the winter months are the best time to bring the mulch onto 

the site as the ground is frozen and can support the heavy machinery.  

 

In the spring, we will be organizing all of the logistics including setting up the barbeque, applying for road and 

event permits, renting the school buses, and inviting organizations to take part in our Discovery Alley 

information fair.  

 

The week before the planting event is always hectic as we work to ensure that everything is in place and ready 

to go for the big day. Meanwhile, all year long, we keep our fingers crossed that Mother Nature gives us a 

pleasant, warm and sunny day. We're looking forward to seeing you all on Sunday, May 3rd 2020!  
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 Follow us at www.facebook.com/10000trees.

Find the answer here!

Have you saved 
the date? 

Sunday, May 3, 2020



Questions? Contact us at www.10000trees.com

We are extremely proud that 10,000 Trees for the Rouge is entirely run by volunteers. Every single dollar that 

is raised goes directly to supporting our tree planting event whether that is buying trees, replacing shovels or 

renting the buses that shuttle all the volunteers. As a registered charity, all donations over $25 are eligible for a 

tax receipt. If you would like to support us in our goal to restore the Rouge Watershed, please consider making 

a donation at www.10000trees.com/donate.  

Or volunteer with us! We have been working on our website to improve the Volunteer section! 

Check it out at www.10000trees.com. 

 

Although some parts are still under construction, you can go to our website 

to find out about the various volunteer roles that are or will be available. We 

are currently recruiting for: 

 

- Planting Coaches (This is a very important role and the more volunteers 

we have for this job, the better the results!) 

 

- Education & Public Engagement Committee Volunteers (One of our 

newest committees, there are 4 main areas, all focused on educating and 

engaging the young and the old on planting day) 

One of the largest tree planting events in Canada entirely run by volunteers

Introducing our new Gold Partner!

As one of the original green industries, Standard Auto Wreckers has deep roots 

in Ontario, particularly at 1216 Sewells Road in Toronto where the business was 

first started by Ken Gold’s uncle in the early 1960’s.  Ken took over the business 

in 1979 and was joined by his son, David Gold, over 25 years ago.  

The business expanded organically over time, facilitating new opportunities and serving a growing customer 

base throughout southern Ontario.  The principals behind Standard Auto Wreckers, Ken and David Gold have 

been tirelessly promoting are their many green initiatives and are very proud of their no fee Charity Car 

program in particular. 

 

We are happy to announce them joining 10000 Trees as a Gold Partner in contributing to a positive 

environmental change in the GTA. Our many new initiatives will be announced in the coming months so stay 

tuned to our newsletter and Facebook page. 

Wishing everyone peace, love and good health for the 
holiday season and new year!

Learn more about these roles on our website, and feel free to contact us to ask about any of the positions. 
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